JOHN MEIGS' ANCESTRY          o

ceedings of the Court of Guilford for Decem-
ber 4th, 1657.

" John Meigs being called for on complaint
that he came with his cart from Hamonaffet
late in the night on the Lord's Day, making a
noife as he came, to the offenfe of many who
heard it.

" Then appeared and answered that he was
miftaken in the time of day, Thinking that
he had time enough for the journey. But be-
ing somewhat more ladened than he appre-
hended, the cattle came more slowly than
ufual, and so caft him behind, it proving to
be more late of the day than he had thought.
But he profefsed to be sorry for his miftake,
and the offenfe juftly given thereby, promif-
ing to be more careful for the time to come.

'"The Court confidered the promifees did
see caufe (seeing that the matter seemed to be
done through a surprifsel and not willingly) to
pafs it over with a reproof for this firft time,
on his giving a public acknowledgement of
his evil in so neglecting to remember the Sab-
bath, on the next lecture or firft day, with all
the aggravating circumftances in it."

The wearied legs of John Meigs* cattle thus
brought him on this occasion unwillingly into
court, and he might have counted himself
fortunate to have escaped as well as he did
from "his evil in so neglecting to remember
the Sabbath "; but there appear to have been
other times when he had come into court upon